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1. Name of property

historic name Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills

other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number 883 Highland Avenue, Southeast not for publication__ N/A
city or town Hickory vicinity _ N/A

state North Carolina code _NC county Catawba code 035 zip code_28603-2089

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this _X  nomination
__request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property __X__ _meets ____
does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant ___ nationally ____ statewide __ X
locally. (___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official Date

North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. (____ See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

entered in the National Register

See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the

National Register
See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the

National Register
removed from the National Register

other (explain):




Hollar Hosiery Mill-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills
Name of Property

Catawba County, N.C.
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

_X_ private X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing

____ public-local district 3 0 buildings

____ public-State site 0 0 sites

____ public-Federal structure 0 0 structures

object 0 0 objects
3 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) listed in the National Register
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: INDUSTRY Sub: manufacturing facility

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: VACANT/not in use Sub:

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY MOVEMENTS: Commercial Style

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation __Brick

roof Asphalt
walls Brick
other Concrete

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See Continuation Sheet, Section 7, Page 1.
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Catawba County, N.C.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing)

_X_ A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

____ C Property embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or
possesses high artistic values, or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components
lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield
information important in prehistory or history.
Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.
C ahbirthplace or a grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object,or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved
significance within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Industry

Period of Significance
€a,1930-1962

Significant Dates
ca. 1930
ca. 1940

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown

See Continuation Sheet, Section 8, Page 1.

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) See Continuation Sheet,

Section 9, page 1

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

X ___ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

. designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
_X_ State Historic Preservation Office
____ Other State agency

____Federal agency

___ Local government

___University

____ Other

Name of repository:
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _ 2.38 acres

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1_17 470500 3954560 3 _
2 4

See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)  See Continuation Sheet, Section 10, Page 1.

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) ~See Continuation Sheet, Section 10, Page 1.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Richard Mattson and Frances Alexander

organization _Mattson, Alexander and Associates, Inc. date April 30, 2012

street & number_2228 Winter Street telephone (704) 376-0985

city or town__ Charlotte state NC zip code _ 28205

12. Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name
street & number telephone
city or town state_ zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended

(16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).
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instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. Narrative Description

Located on the east side of Hickory, the Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills
occupies a long, roughly rectangular tract that measures 2.15 acres. The property is
defined by the former Southern Railway right-of-way to the north, Eighth Street S.E. to
the west, Highland Avenue S.E. to the south, and Lenoir-Rhyne Boulevard S.E. to the
east. At the time of its construction ca. 1930, the mill was located within the
incorporated industrial community of Highland which was annexed to Hickory in 1931.
Sited east of the center of Hickory, Highland was bisected roughly east to west by the
Southern Railway, and these long stretches of rail frontage property were quickly
developed for industrial and warehousing use. Many of these rail-side factories and
warehouses are still found in the former Highland community with residential
neighborhoods north and south of the industrial corridor.

The Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills property consists of two mill brick
manufacturing buildings and a boiler house that were connected by a hyphen in the
mid-1960s. The earliest, westernmost building was constructed ca. 1930 by Hollar
Hosiery Mills to face west toward Eighth Street S.E. (originally Fourth Street). Sited on
land that slopes sharply west to east, this building has a one-story facade along Eighth
Street S.E. with rear bays that rise to a full two stories. The ca. 1930 mill has a rough-
cut brick veneer, banks of tall, steel-sash factory windows, and a low-pitched, tarred
gable roof. The facade features restrained Commercial Style detailing ornamenting the
symmetrical, seven-bay facade. The facade has stepped parapets with molded,
concrete coping, concrete corner blocks embellishing both the parapet and the flat
arches over the windows. The tall, central entrance (now boarded over) is capped by a
transom that has also been boarded over. The staircase leading to the entrance has
one of its original brick wingwalls and metal railings that appear to have been added
later. "Hollar Hosiery Mills" is incised in the concrete nameplate above the entrance.
The door is a metal-sash, glass replacement that is visible only from the interior. The
side (south and north) elevations are less ornamented than the front (west) elevation.

The two-story east (rear) elevation of the ca. 1930 mill is similar to the one-story front
(west) elevation with its stepped parapets and six bays. Plainer in design, the parapets
have terra cotta coping. The windows on both levels of the east elevation have been
brick infilled, and a fire door on the first floor leads to the mid-1960s hyphen.
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The sixteen-bay side elevations of the ca. 1930 mill have a main level defined by large
banks of steel-sash factory windows. The lower level of the north elevation also has full-
height factory windows, but only the upper windows sections are at or above grade. The
lower sections open into light wells. On the nine eastern bays of the south elevation,
where the mill rises to two full stories, the lower level window bays are fully exposed. All
of the lower-level windows on the south side are now either boarded or bricked. There
are two loading bays along the south elevation, the westernmost of which has original,
double-leaf, wood and glass doors sheltered by a bracketed, corrugated-metal roof. The
eastern loading dock has a modern overhead door and a concrete dock covered by a
flat, metal roof that is supported by metal poles. The north elevation also has a covered
concrete loading dock on the main level with concrete deck piers, corrugated metal roof,
and modern overhead door.

At the northeast corner of the ca. 1930 mill building is a boiler house, which was
originally detached but now adjoins the hyphen and the ca. 1930 mill. The small, brick
building, with its flat roof and terra cotta coping, was built ca. 1930, contemporary with
the Hollar Hosiery mill building. By the date of the 1961 Sanborn Map of Hickory, a
concrete-block addition had been constructed along the west elevation of the boiler
house. This addition has been severely damaged by fire and no longer retains its roof.

The easternmost building was constructed ca. 1940 as a hosiery yarn mill. Six bays
wide and ten bays deep, the two-story, brick-veneered building has a tarred, bow-string
truss roof and banks of steel-sash factory windows. The windows on the first floor of the
building have been brick infilled, and vents have been added to the westernmost
windows of the south elevation. A first-floor fire door near the center of the west
elevation leads to the mid-1960s brick hyphen.

A one-story, flat-roofed office bay projects from the east end of the south elevation. The
office has its own entrance in the south elevation that is flanked by six-over-six, double-
hung, steel-sash windows. The two windows on the east and west elevations are
boarded over. The single-leaf, two-panel door is capped by a transom and sheltered by
a flat, metal canopy. Brick stringcourses embellish the window bays on all three
elevations of the office ell.

There are two loading bays on the east elevation of the ca.1940 yarn mill and a single
loading bay on the north elevation. One of the east-elevation docks is housed in a one-
story, projecting, brick enclosure with a metal shed roof, to which a truck could be
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backed up for loading. A modern overhead door provides the only access. Next to this
dock is a second bay that opens directly into the building. This bay, too, has a modern
replacement overhead door and a concrete dock.

The east and west sections of the mill complex are connected by a one-story, flat-
roofed, brick hyphen that was added in the mid-1960s. The hyphen has a utilitarian
appearance with a single, pedestrian entrance and a large, overhead door on the south
elevation.

The interior of the ca. 1930 mill has a small front section for administrative offices on the
main level and a large open production room in the rear. The office area is divided into a
series of rooms off a central entrance. Although the walls were covered in replacement
wood paneling, plaster-board walls are visible in places where the paneling has been
removed. The doors and windows have molded surrounds, and portions of the molded
ceiling cornice are visible. The open production area behind the office has riveted, metal
roof trusses, brick walls, and a tongue-and-groove ceiling and floor. In the southeast
corner is an original bathroom, partitioned off from the production area by tongue-and-
groove walls with a horizontal-paneled door. Next to the bathroom is an interior frame
staircase leading to the basement level. The basement has concrete floors, steel I-
beam ceiling framing, and steel pole supports. A freight elevator is situated along the
east wall, flanked by the staircase and two bathrooms, with tongue-and-groove walls
and horizontal-paneled doors. Double-leaf, fire doors lead into the gap that adjoins the
boiler room, which was inaccessible. Small offices are found on either side of the
loading door in the southeast corner of the building.

The ca. 1940 mill is entered through the office which is divided into a series of small
rooms. The office wing and the production areas on both floors have suffered water
damage in recent years, including severely damaged and buckled wood flooring and
ceilings. Damaged wood boards on the upper-floor ceiling have been replaced recently
with boards that replicate the originals. The simply finished office interior on the first
floor has asbestos tile ceilings, two paneled doors with frosted glass and molded
surrounds, and plaster-board walls with molded baseboards. The first floor of the
production area has steel I-beam ceiling framing, metal pole supports, a tongue-and-
groove ceiling, and wooden floors. A staircase along the east wall leads to the upper
floor which has an uninterrupted interior made possible by a series of steel, bowstring
trusses. The open room is broken up only by a bathroom block that has been partitioned
along the north wall.
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The interior of the hyphen is a single room with no windows and a roof supported by a
series of small metal trusses. An office has been partitioned into the room along the
east wall, and a concrete ramp and dock is situated along the west wall. A sliding fire
door on the south elevation opens onto the dock.
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8. Statement of Significance

Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills clearly illustrates the development of
Hickory’s hosiery industry during the first half of the twentieth century. Hosiery
production contributed significantly to the emergence of Hickory as one of the leading
manufacturing cities in the Piedmont. In 1930, the city boasted seven hosiery mills. By
the end of the decade, thirty-two hosiery plants operated in Hickory and employed
roughly half of the city’s industrial work force. The property meets National Register
Criterion A for industry.

Constructed ca. 1930 by Hollar Hosiery Mills, the mill grew and prospered with the rise
of knit-hosiery manufacturing in Hickory. The operation was significantly expanded ca.
1940 by Knit-Sox Knitting Mills which added a yarn mill to the east side of the complex.
Owned and operated by the Lavitt family of Hickory, Knit-Sox Knitting Mills was among
the city’s major hosiery companies, making women’s and children’s knitwear. The
company enjoyed a national market with a sales office in the Empire State Building. The
property today is comprised of two discrete east and west sections (originally free-
standing mills) connected by a mid-1960s, brick hyphen. The two principal sections
retain brick walls punctuated by banks of tall, steel-sash factory windows, roofs
supported by steel trusses, and interiors with open production rooms. Hollar Hosiery
Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills is locally significant as one of the most intact hosiery mills in
Hickory to clearly represent the importance of knit hosiery manufacturing in the city.

The period of significance begins ca. 1930, when the western section of the mill
complex was constructed for Hollar Hosiery Mills, and extends to 1962, the fifty-year
guideline for National Register eligibility. Although the mill continued to function after
1962, this period does not have the exceptional significance required to extend the
period of significance beyond 1962.

Historical Background and Industry Context

The Hosiery Industry in Hickory

Constructed ca. 1930 and expanded ca. 1940, Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting
Mills was among a host of knitting mills and other industries that by the early twentieth
century made Hickory one of the leading manufacturing centers of the Carolinas. With
the end of the Civil War, and the reconstruction and expansion of the Piedmont's
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railroad network, business leaders throughout the region envisioned a new order based
on industrialization and urban growth. Proponents of this “New South” campaigned
especially for the construction of textile mills, which they declared would be the
industrial centerpieces of economic and social progress (Tullos 1989: 135-140; Glass
1992: 57-58; Goldfield 1982: 86-90.

Strategically situated along the Western North Carolina Railroad roughly fifty miles
northwest of Charlotte, Hickory became one of the most important of these New South
towns. Incorporated in 1869 as Hickory Tavern (the name was shortened to Hickory in
1873), the town rapidly developed from a frontier community on the Catawba River into
a thriving center of manufacturing and commerce. Like other communities of the North
Carolina backcountry, Hickory owed its growth to the railroad. Upon the arrival of the
Western North Carolina Railroad in 1860, the town became the nearest depot for a vast
area of western North Carolina that extended to the borders with Virginia and
Tennessee. With access to the extensive forests of the North Carolina mountains,
Hickory attracted tanneries and large woodworking and wagon-making factories. Early
manufacturers included architectural millwork companies and the largest producer of
wagons in the Southeast, the Piedmont Wagon Company, which occupied a thirteen-
acre site just west of downtown (Mohney and Phillips 1988: 18; Bishir and Southern
2001: 459-460).

By the end of the nineteenth century, Hickory found itself particularly well-positioned
within the state’s expanding railroad network. During the nationwide rail consolidation
that followed the economic depression of the 1890s, the Western North Carolina
Railroad was subsumed within the mighty Southern Railway system. Subsequently,
Hickory prospered with rail connections to large and lucrative urban markets. Improved
transportation links encouraged greater industrial development, and by the 1900s new
furniture factories and textile mills were added to the local manufacturing base (Mohney
and Phillips 1988: 18; Bishir and Southern 2001: 459-460).

Hickory also benefited from its proximity to Charlotte which was located some forty-five
miles to the southeast along the Southern Railway main line between New York and
New Orleans. During the first decades of the twentieth century, these rail connections
made Charlotte a major transportation nexus and the center of Piedmont textile
production. By World War I, there were over 300 cotton mills within a 100-mile radius of
this city, and during the 1920s the Piedmont of North Carolina and South Carolina
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surpassed New England as the leading textile producer in the world (Woodward 1951
31; Lefler and Newsome 1954: 474-489; Mitchell and Mitchell 1930).

During the early twentieth century, textile mills played an increasingly vital role in
Hickory’s industrial success. Although some of these mills produced the cotton cloth
and coarse yarns typical of Piedmont mills, Hickory also became one of the region’s
major producers of knit hosiery. The production of knit products emerged as a
particularly important sector of the state’s textile industry following World War 1. After
years of accelerated wartime demand, cotton cloth production slumped during the
1920s. Seeking to diversify the industry, textile manufacturers began to specialize in the
production of knit hosiery as a means of surviving the reduced demand for cloth and
meeting the new market for women's full-fashioned, or form-fitting, hose. Excellent rail
connections in the Piedmont and a ready source of the mercerized cotton used to
produce hosiery made this specialized form of production feasible. Hosiery production
required more highly skilled labor that other forms of textile production, and with
demand high, hosiery mill employees earned higher wages throughout the 1920s. By
1930 there were 147 knitting mills in North Carolina, making a variety of cotton,
seamless silk, and rayon hosiery. In that year, Hickory, which then had a population
exceeding 10,000, contained seven hosiery mills (as well as five other textile mills),
making the town the fourth largest hosiery manufacturing center in the state. By
comparison, Burlington in Alamance County was ranked first, with thirty-two knitting
companies in 1930 (Montgomery 2006: 8:4-5; McGregor 1965: 3-9; Hall et al. 1987:
218-219, 255-257; Sanborn Map Company 1931; Hickory City Directory 1930; Glass
1992: 44, 80).

The Hickory Hosiery Mill opened on the west side of town in 1906 as Hickory's first
hosiery mill. In 1909, A. A. Shuford Hosiery Mill was built in the industrial subdivision of
Highland, which was platted along the Southern Railway just east of downtown. In the
ensuing decades hosiery mills and other factories filled this railroad corridor. Elliott
Knitting Mill was erected in 1910 along the Southern Railway at Third Street. In 1920,
Best Hosiery Mills constructed its knitwear plant on Highland Avenue beside the tracks.
Over the next decade, Whisnant Hosiery Mill, Lyerly Full Fashion Mill, Real Knitting
Mills, Setz-Right Hosiery Mills, and Hollar Hosiery Mills began operations along the
Southern Railway’s downtown industrial corridor (Sanborn Map Company 1919, 1931,
1948; Clinard 1962: 269-271; Mohney and Phillips 1988: 13; Brown 2002: 35-58;
Montgomery 2006: 8:4-10).
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The Highland subdivision and other industrial enclaves on the outskirts of Hickory were
developed, in part, because of the diversified nature of the local manufacturing base.
Unlike other towns that grew solely as textile centers, Hickory also contained numerous
furniture factories as well as auxiliary suppliers and by-products manufacturers by the
early twentieth century. Moreover, the highly skilled and better paid hosiery workers,
who often owned automobiles by the late 1920s and 1930s, did not typically live in
company housing. Thus, the traditional pattern of clustered mills and mill villages did not
hold as true in Hickory as it did elsewhere in the Piedmont. Although a few textile firms
built housing for their workers in industrial areas such as Longview (west of Hickory)
and Brookford to the south, hosiery workers and other factory employees by this period
typically lived in residential neighborhoods built north and south of the Southern
Railway’s main industrial corridor (Sanborn Map Company 1919, 1931).

In 1938, a local newspaper article surveying the town’s knitting enterprises recorded
thirty-two hosiery mills in Hickory and forty-two in Catawba County. These mills, the
article reported, produced eighty-four million pairs of socks and hose annually,
employed some 4,000 workers, and accounted for approximately half of Hickory’s
industrial payroll. The furniture industry accounted for most of the remaining industrial
work force. A number of these hosiery businesses were short-lived ventures, and over
the decades small operations disappeared or were replaced by furniture factories,
warehouses, or other manufacturing or commercial endeavors. But some hosiery mills,
such as Knit-Sox Knitting, Lyerly, Elliott, and Whisnant persisted into the latter twentieth
century, producing hosiery goods and playing leading roles in the local economy. Elliot
Hosiery, Hickory’s major mill in the first half of the twentieth century, employed 800
workers who produced 800,000 pairs of hose annually on the eve of World War Il. In the
1950s, Elliot merged with Lyerly mill to form the massive Elliott-Lyerly Mills that was the
town’s dominant knitting company into the 1990s (Sanborn Map Company 1925, 1931;
Hickory Daily Record, Special Edition, February 1938; Mohney and Phillips 1988: 13;
Brown 2002: 35-58; Montgomery 2006: 8:4-10).

Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills: A History

The Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills tract in Hickory has been occupied by
several hosiery producers since initial construction began ca. 1930. As with many mills
and other manufactories, the various owners and executives of the Hollar-Knit-Sox mills
reflected the connections of work, kinship, and friendship among the small business
class of Hickory. The first occupant of the parcel at Highland Avenue and Eighth Street
S.E. (originally Fourth Street) was Best Hosiery Mills, a manufacturer of cotton knit
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goods, which opened in 1920. According to the 1924 report by the North Carolina
Department of Labor, Best Hosiery was the third largest hosiery mill in Hickory with sixty
employees and eighty knitting machines. Dr. O. L. Hollar of Hickory served as company
president, and his son, W. Long Hollar, was secretary/treasurer. Best Hosiery Mills was
housed in a one-story brick plant (no longer extant) that had a long, roughly L-shaped
plan oriented to Highland Avenue (North Carolina Department of Labor and Printing
1924: 78).

In 1926, Best Hosiery Mills was dissolved and restructured as Hollar Hosiery Mills, Inc.
Formally incorporated in 1931 with $200,000 in capital, Hollar Hosiery Mills was a
family-owned and operated business. W. Long Hollar served as president, and his wife,
Minnie Hollar, was vice-president. The couple owned 898 of the firm’s 900 shares. Their
son-in-law, Charles W. Knott, was secretary/treasurer. In 1928, Hollar Hosiery was
located in the former Best Hosiery plant on Highland Avenue. By 1930, Hollar Hosiery
had opened its new, larger, free-standing mill at the northeast corner of Highland
Avenue Eighth Street S.E., immediately west of the Best Hosiery plant. The ca. 1930
Hollar Hosiery Mills now forms the western section of the present mill complex (Hickory
City Directories 1925-1930; Hickory Daily Record, Special Edition, 26 February 1938;
Catawba County Deed Book 196:141; Catawba County Corporation Books 2: 315; 3:
64; 3: 350).

During the early 1930s, the former Best Hosiery facility was occupied by the Sterling
Overall Company, but by 1935, the Best building was occupied by Hollar Hosiery’s
finishing plant. The finishing plant operated under a separate corporate structure known
as Kramer-Hollar-Brown Hosiery Mills. Theodore Kramer was president, W. Long Hollar
served as vice-president, and P. J. Brown was secretary/treasurer. In 1938, the Hickory
Daily Record noted that together, these two mills ranked “among Hickory’'s largest
industrial plants”, employing some 300 workers and producing 15,000 dozen pairs of
hose per week (North Carolina Department of Labor and Printing 1924: 78; Hickory
Daily Record, Special Edition, February 1938; Sanborn Map of Hickory, N.C. 1931).

Hollar Hosiery Mills occupied this site until 1939 when the company moved to a new
location on Twelfth Street in Hickory. In the same year, Hickory businessman, Louis
Lavitt, purchased the two-acre parcel from Hollar Hosiery. Lavitt had recently created
the Louis Lavitt Company, a yarn manufacturer, and together with other family members
established Knit-Sox Knitting Mills, Inc. to produce children’s hose in conjunction with
the yarn mill. The entire knitting and yarn weaving enterprise soon functioned under the
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corporate name, Knit-Sox Knitting Mills, with the Louis Lavitt Company serving as a
division of Knit-Sox Knitting (Catawba County Deed Book 304: 51; Hickory Daily
Record, Special Edition, September 1962; N.C. Directory of Manufacturing Firms 1948-
1968; North Carolina Almanac and Industrial Guide 1950-1954).

The Lavitts were experienced hosiery mill owners. In 1916, father, Pincus Lavitt, moved
the family to Asheville, North Carolina, from Norfolk, Virginia. Shortly thereafter the
Lavitts relocated to Marion, North Carolina, where he and his two sons, Louis and Sam,
began manufacturing knit goods, but by the mid-1920s, the Lavitts were residing in
Hickory (Hickory City Directories 1925-1926; Hickory Daily Record, Special Edition,
September 1962).

Around 1940, the Lavitts constructed a free-standing, two-story, brick yarn mill to the
east of the original Hollar Hosiery building. This ca. 1940 mill now forms the
easternmost section of the present mill complex. A one-story warehouse (how gone)
was also constructed at the same time just north of the yarn mill alongside the railroad
tracks. Although the Lavitts had bought the Hollar Hosiery building, during the ensuing
decade of the 1940s, the Hollar building was occupied by Duke Hosiery, Inc.
Incorporated in December 1938 with $50,000 in capital, Duke Hosiery had close ties to
the Kramer-Hollar-Brown Hosiery Mills, which in the 1930s had combined operations
with Hollar Hosiery Mills. Theodore Kramer was president of both companies. In the late
1950s, Duke Hosiery became a division of the hosiery manufacturer, Kaysar-Roth, Inc.,
of Greensboro, North Carolina, and the Duke division moved to a new location in
Hickory. Kramer then became head of Kaysar-Roth’s Hickory operations (Catawba
County Incorporation Book 4: 70; Hickory City Directories 1940-1955).

By 1951, the Lavitts’ successful and expanding hosiery business encompassed the
entire two-acre mill complex. As depicted on the 1951 Sanborn map (updated 1961),
the hosiery operations took place in the ca. 1930 western building (formerly Holler
Hosiery Mills) while the associated yarn weaving and knitting functions were housed in
the ca. 1940 eastern building. Tucked in between the two was the smaller, ca. 1920
building erected for Best Hosiery that housed the hosiery finishing operations. A 1962
newspaper piece on the Knit-Sox Knitting Mills complex described the firm as “one of
the area’s larger and progressive industries.” The company’s large line of hosiery,
which included both women’s and children’s socks by the 1960s, was distributed to
jobbers and chain stores nationally, and the company had a prestigious New York City
sales office in the Empire State Building. Louis Lavitt, president, ran the New York office
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while his brother Sam, “who is equally well known in North Carolina textile circles,” lived
in Hickory and was secretary/treasurer. The Lavitts’ sister, Mrs. M. L. Nolanbogen, was
vice president of the company, and Hickory resident, Joe Dale, was superintendent.
Dale had been a veteran knitting machine fixer with the Adam-Millis Corporation in High
Point, North Carolina. In 1962, Knit-Sox Knitting Mills contained 140 Komet knitting
machines producing up to 18,000 pairs of socks weekly (Hickory Daily Record, Special
Edition, September 1962; Sanborn Map of Hickory 1951, 1961; Hickory City Directories
1950-1962).

Knit-Sox Knitting Mills remained in business at this location until 1968. In the mid-1960s,
the original Best mill building was demolished and replaced by the hyphen that now
connects the two principal sections of the complex. By 1968, the two-acre tract had
been sold and was subsequently used for storage by the Hickory Box Company as well
as by other businesses. The property has been vacant since the early 1990s (Clinard
1962: 269-271; Hickory City Directories 1962-2011).

Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills is one of only five early-to-mid twentieth-
century hosiery plants remaining in Hickory. It stands among the most intact of these
mills, clearly representing the city’s industrial heyday as a hosiery center. Of Hickory’'s
surviving hosiery mills, the Lyerly Full Fashioned Mill (56 Third Street S.E.) is currently
listed on the National Register (2006). Only Whisnant Hosiery Mills (74 Eighth Street
S.E.), now Moretz Mills, Inc., continues to operate as a hosiery mill (Brown 2002: 35-
51; Montgomery 2006: 8:9).
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10. Geographical Data (continued)

Verbal Boundary Description: The National Register boundary for the Hollar Hosiery
Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills property conforms to the 2.150-acre surveyed tract recorded
in Catawba County Deed Book 2994, page 0071. The boundary is shown on the
accompanying map at 1” = 75’ scale. This boundary includes both the tax parcel (PIN
370320909701) and the adjacent railroad right-of-way to the north. The boundary
extends to the railroad tracks.

Boundary Justification: The boundary for the Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting
Mills encompasses the mill complex and its immediate setting. The complex was
constructed on both the tax parcel and the adjacent railroad right-of-way so the National
Register boundary includes the section of right-of-way that is historically associated with
the historic resource.

The boundary excludes the 0.231-acre tax parcel (PIN 370320909662) on the south
side of the property that was added in 2009 following roadway improvements to
Highland Avenue S.E. and Eight Street S.E.
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The following information pertains to each of the photographs:

Name of Property: Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills
Location: Hickory, North Carolina
County: Catawba County

Name of Photographer:  Mattson, Alexander, and Associates, Inc.

Location of Negative: Historic Preservation Office
North Carolina Division of Archives and History
109 E. Jones Street
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601-2807

Date of Photographs: January 2012
Photographs:

Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills, Looking Southeast

Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills,, Looking Northeast

Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills, Facade, ca. 1930 Mill, Looking East

Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills,, Facade Details, ca. 1930 Mill, Looking East

Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills,, South Elevations, ca. 1930 and ca. 1940s

Mills, Looking Northeast

Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills, South Elevation, ca. 1930 Mill, Looking North

Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills, South Elevation, ca. 1940 Mill, Looking North

Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills, East Elevation, ca. 1940 Mill, Looking West

Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills, North Elevation and Boiler Room, ca. 1930

Mill, Looking East

10. Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills, Interior, Main Level, ca. 1930 Mill, Looking
East

11. Hollar Hosiery Mills-Knit-Sox Knitting Mills, Interior, Second Floor, ca. 1940 Mill, Looking

West
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